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Mason RR Trail Jackson Road Trestle Repair Project, Conservation Commission Final Report

Preparation:
The old curbs and railings 
were removed April 20 by 
volunteers from MANE and 
others.
Volunteers from the Wilton 
Winter Wanderers snow-
mobile club removed the 
temporary plywood deck-
ing they had installed last 
year and then, on May 4, 
brought in an excavator to 
help remove the ties.  
As can be seen in the pho-
tograph at the far right, the 
old ties were long over-due 
for replacement!

Cleaning, priming and painting:
Dan Kuusisto and crew, the painting contractor, finished cleaning and 
priming the girders by June 
5 (first photo at right), but 
a long siege of wet weather 
delayed application of the 
third and final top coat until 
June 19 (2nd photo).

Deck installation:
The many rivets used to 
manufacture the girders in 
1850 made their tops un-
even, resulting in an uneven footing for the new beams.
Cornerstone Excavation (Eric Anderson and crew) installed pressure-treated 3/4” wood 
shims between the rows of rivets, as shown at the right.  In addition to providing level 
support these also provide for better drainage and ventilation of the undersides of the 
new beams as well as protecting the new paint coatings from damage during beam 
placement.  They also spaced the 8” x 10” rough cut pressure treated beams 1/2” 
apart for further drainage and ventillation - all very important measures for prevent-
ing decay for decades.
The majority of beams were 12’ long to provide for the 10’ wide passageway re-
quired by the snowmobile club’s grooming equipment plus room for curbing.  As 
shown at the right, a number of 16’ long beams were used to provide for diagonal 
bracing of the guardrails. The 6x6 curbing was attached every 24” to the underlying 
beam using 18” long 3/4” galvanized bolts.  The in-between beams were attached to 
the curbs using TimberLok fasteners to create a unitary structure. 
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This deck structure was secured to the girders using fabricated galvanized clamps as 
shown at the right.  Eight such clamps were installed, 4 along the outer edge of each 
girder, using 9” long 1/2” diameter galvanized lag bolts. These prevent the deck struc-
ture from shifting sideways on, or lifting up from, the supporting girders.
Results:
Installation of the deck was finished June 28 and the Mason RR Trail has been re-
opened to public use along its entire length.
See photos to right for the appearance of 
the restored trestle as seen from the East 
and from the North...

Project Costs & Contributions:
Cash expenses

$ 5,075 for deck materials (pressure 
treated timbers, fasteners, etc.) 

$ 5,150 Dan Kuusisto for cleaning, 
priming, painting & paints

$ 3,951 Cornerstone Excavation (Eric 
Anderson) for deck installation

$ 1,153 Police & Highway Dept. for 
road closure & traffic control

$ 15,329 TOTAL cash outlay
Non-cash grant matching contributions:

$ 2,276  for 122.5 hours of volunteer 
labor, valued at $18.58/hour

$ 850 for 6.75 hours of excavator work, 
valued at $126/hour

$ 3,126 TOTAL non-cash 
contributions

$ 18,455 TOTAL with volun-
teer contributions

($ 13,751) State RTP Grant
========
$ 1,578 NET outlay from 

Conservation Commis-
sion Funds (Total cash 
outlay - State RTP Grant)

Many thanks to the vol-
unteers from Mason Area 
Neighborhood  Equestrians, 
Wilton Lyndeborough Win-
ter Wanderers Snowmobile 
Club,  Mason Conservation 
Commission and friends who 
contributed their hard  work.



Mason RR Trail : Jackson Road Trestle Repair Project, Mason Conservation Commission Final Report, July 24, 2013 page 3

6x
6
cu
rb
,d
ef
in
es
ed
ge

of
10
'w

id
e
tra
ve
lw

ay
tie
sd

ec
ki
ng

to
ge
th
er
,a
nc
ho
rs
po
st
s

M
as
on

R
ai
lro
ad

Tr
ai
l,
Ja
ck
so
n
R
oa
d
Tr
es
tle

R
ep
ai
r

D
ec
k
Sp
an

=
26

fe
et
be
tw
ee
n
ex
is
tin
g
re
ta
in
in
g
be
am

s
A
sb

ui
lt,
Ju
ne

20
13

Existing6x16retainingbeams

4x
4
br
ac
e,
bo
lte
d

to
po
st
an
d
16
'8
x1
0

St
ee
lI
-b
ea
m
,1
2"

w
id
e

8"
w
id
e
x
10
"
ve
rt
ic
al

12
'l
on
g
de
ck
in
g
be
am

se
xc
ep
ta
so
th
er
w
ise

no
te
d

8widex10vertical
16'longforpostsupport

8widex10vertical
16'longforpostsupport

8widex10vertical
16'longforpostsupport

8widex10vertical
16'longforpostsupport

8widex10vertical
16'longforpostsupport

8widex10vertical
16'longforpostsupport

8widex10vertical
16'long.retention

8widex10vertical
16'long.retention

4x
4
po
st
s.
3'
ta
ll

N
O
TE

:0
.5
"s
pa
ci
ng

be
tw
ee
n
be
am

sf
or
dr
ai
na
ge

&
ve
nt
ill
at
io
n

4x
6
ra
ili
ng

bo
lte
d
to
po
st
s

0
1'

2'
3'

4'
5'

Sc
al
e
ba
r(
1"
=3
0.
48
")
:

St
ee
lI
-b
ea
m
,1
2"

w
id
e

85"approximately
outeredgetoouteredge

Existing6x16retainingbeams

Gi
rd
er
cla
m
ps
,8
pl
ac
es
»

Note: actual scale is 1” = 33” to fit page



Mason RR Trail : Jackson Road Trestle Repair Project, Mason Conservation Commission Final Report, July 24, 2013 page 4

M
as
on

R
ai
lro
ad

Tr
ai
l,
Ja
ck
so
n
R
oa
d
Tr
es
tle

R
ep
ai
r

C
ro
ss
-s
ec
tio
n,
as
bu
ilt
Ju
ne

20
13

0
1'

2'
3'

4'
5'

Sc
al
e
ba
r(
1"
=3
0.
48
")
:

42
"

10
'w

id
e
cl
ea
ra
nc
e
fo
rt
ra
il
gr
oo
m
in
g
eq
ui
pm

en
t

36
"

73
"

Cl
am

p,
4/s

ide
»

Mason Conservation Commission
16 Darling Hill Road

Mason, NH 03048


